
December 9, 2019 
 
 
Tax Structure Commission, 
 
I have a concern about the property tax credit. 
  
If my income is $89,999 or less, the 2019 adjustment (from the 2019 Property Tax Adjustment 
Worksheet) is $3,872.  If my income is $90,000 or higher, my adjustment is $1,174 – a whopping 
$2,698 difference.  I realize everyone’s situation is different, but my concern is the extremely 
large jump in tax liability for a $1 increase in income.  It would be more equitable, I believe, if this 
calculation could be done on a more graduated basis. 
  
I realize that smoothing the "cliffs" in the credit calculation would have an impact on tax revenue, 
but I believe that this could be done so that the impact would be minimal and fairer to taxpayers.  
Using my situation as an example, if the credit calculation was smoother, with smaller income and 
house value increments, I know I would take a larger income, spend more of that income in 
Vermont, and pay more income tax then I would otherwise -- a win for me and a win for Vermont. 
  
I should add that I actually do not mind paying taxes. I live in the best state in the best country in 
the world.  But, if by simply receiving $2,000 less income I will save $2,698 in taxes, even I can't 
pass that up.   
 
(See PTA Worksheet Summary below) 
 
Doug McKain 
New Haven, VT  
  



 
  
 


